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Thefollowing isadaptedfroma lecture deliveredonSeptember 14,2004, on theHillsdale
College campus, during afive-day seminar onthe topic, "Marriage andthe Family."

I he term "civil marriage" or "civil union" has becomeaeuphemism for both the legal and
social legitimation of homosexuality. In the current public conversation the phrase no
longer means the wedding ofa man and woman conducted by a civil authority - a town

clerk ora justice of the peace or a judge. In that old sense of the term, of course, every legal mar
riage is a civil one, because the ministers and priests and rabbis who conduct weddings accord
ingto the established rites oftheir respective religions are at the same time acting with full civil
authority to do so. The fact that so many ofthe fully sanctioned marriages in recent years have
turned out to be too casual and thin-blooded to hold out for very long against the trials ofreal
life is nothing to the point. For while the number of easy-come, easy-go marriages in our midst
speaks to the failure of spiritual education in this great, rich, lucky, but somewhat spiritually
impoverished land, there has not until now been any kind of real assault on what marriage is
supposed to mean: one man, one woman, formally and officially joined in the hope of
becoming a real family.
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Today what is being called "civil mar

riage" is a kind of trick of language, a term
used as a political euphemism forsurrender
ing to the most recent demand of the homo
sexual rights movement. For now what it is
intended to mean is that the mating of two
menor two women mustbe regarded bysoci
ety asequally hallowed. The surrender to this

•ideahas takenplace very quickly, and1think
we cannot understand itwithout!going over
thehistory of how we gothere.

Homosexual rights is an ideathat began
to assume the force andenergy of a move
ment hard on the heels of the women's move
ment (which itself, of course, gained energy
andforce from thecivil rights movement that
preceded it). It began with the demand that
homosexuals no longer be considered pari
ahs,bedeviled bythe authorities and viewed
with unconcealed discomfort bymany oftheir
fellow citizens. In the abstract, tliis demand
seemed very reasonable, particularly among
people still stungbytheshame of thecoun
try's longhistory ofbothattitude andbehav
ior toward the blacks. The movement was
what you might call a smash success - per
haps because it was the third in a row and
thuswas presenting itscase toan already soft
ened public, or perhaps because to assent
quickly to the movement's claims made it a
loteasier to avert one's eyes from homosexu
ality itself. In any case, rapid is the word.

Let me tellyou the story of two parades.
Some years ago my husband andI happened
to be strolling through midtown Manhattan
ona sunny afternoon when we came upon a
large andnoisy crowd lined upon both sides
of Fifth Avenue. We had quite forgotten that
that Sunday was the day of the annual gay
pride parade. Itwas, as thekids say, a very "in
your face" occasion. A number of the men
hadmade-up faces andwere dressed in satin
evening gowns, blowing kisses to the crowd
from the backs of open cars. The parade
passed bySt.Patrick's Cathedral, andsome of
the marchers ran up the front steps of the
cathedral virtually naked and proceeded to
express theiropinion of theChurch bygoing
through a repertory of obscene gestures (the
following year thecathedral was barricaded).
We leftwondering how all thiswould sitwith
thecity authorities. If they had wy views of
thematter, they kept them to themselves.

Anumber of years passed, and lastJune
oneof my daughters and I were running an
erranddowntown on a Sunday afternoon, and
again, all unthinking, we happened on this

year's parade. As we approached the comer
there hove into view a large, simply decorated
float onwhich were seated a group ofpeople,
including children, smiling andwaving tothe
crowd. The signon thefloat announced that
itspassengers were representing theEpiscopal
Archdiocese of NewYorkand the Cathedral of
St.John the Divine. As theoldcommercial for
Virginia Slims cigarettes hadit, "You've come
a long way, baby."

Put on the Defensive

In the years that stretched between those
two parades, thecountry hadbeen confronted
with the phenomenon ofAIDS, a mortal dis
ease thatat thebeginning of theepidemic in
America was contracted in one of two ways:
either acommon form ofhomosexual mating
or the use ofdirty needles for injecting hero
in.And AIDS, it will beremembered, was fora
time threatening virtually to decimate the
male homosexual community. Though at
first there was a good deal oflying about the
problem of AIDS - "We are all at risk," said
thesympathizers andthose raising funds for
medical research to find a cure - the lie could
not be sustained for long. Heroin addicts,
prostitutes, and recipients of tainted blood
aside, among homosexuals it was and is
spread through a kind ofblind andrampant
promiscuity thathadbeen growing ever more
blind and rampant in certain institutions of
the homosexual community, primarily the
bars and the bathhouses. In any case, what
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine was
revving up to embrace. Mother Nature was
obdurately rejecting. The impulse ofcompas
sion for the discriminated against had
become so habitual that rather than e.xpres-
sions of horror, what the discovery of AIDS
elicited from the community of thesensitive
was a great outpouring ofsympathy. Though
AIDS was adisease contract^ by aspecies of
sexual behavior thatmight have straightened
thecurls ofmany a fashionable lady tohear
about, theissue was spoken ofinpolite circles
as a kind of mysterious tragedy that struck
outof theblue. And finally, men dying of the
disease were not merely pitied but positively
beatified among the artistic community in
both song andstory - song andstory, indeed,
inwhich theword "angels" figured heavily.

It goes without saying that there are
homosexuals who are not and have never
been activists, who do not storm the streets.

who do not frequent the bathhouses, and who
keep their sex lives - as most ofthe rest of us do
- to themselves. Butin thecurrentdebate these
homosexuals are,alas, irrelevant They arenei-
dierthe stuffofwhich movements andflamboy
ant public gestures are made, nor are they peo
ple whose ambition is to overturn the conditions
ofordinary, everyday life.

Eight years ago. Congress passed the Defense
ofMarriage Act, which states insomany words
thatmarriage isa union between onemanand
onewoman. Imagine; a congressional actthat
certifies something - more properiy, reminds us
ofsomething - thatone might have thought
should need no reminding. Just think of it: a
defense of marriage - not from a galloping
divorce rate, not from marriages more easily
sundered thanmany business contracts, andnot
from the idea putabout some years ago by the
women's movement that marriage is no more
than a fonn of indenturedservitude forwomen.
No, the members ofCongress who proposed and
then passed this Act were defending marriage
from the already looming demand that it be
redefined toinclude homosexual coupledom. As
we now know, theactwas insufficient tohold off
the assault from the idea that marriage be
defined as an actofcommitment betxveen any
two people of whatever sex. Ima^ne ^ain:
many ofthe leading defenders ofmarriage inthe
land propose thatwe - at least the citizens of
three-quarters ofthe states - include among the
articles of the Constitution a statement that
denies definitively the demand thathomosexu
alsbegranted thelegal right tomarry.

Thus doth compassion, combined with acer
tainwillful blindness, make cowards ofusall.A
culture grown sick with the refusal to uphold
common wisdom - not to speak of common
sense - sinks torequiring the services ofpolitics
and politicians inthe face difficulty.

The Real Stakes

has at this time been Idtinthe hands ofjudges-
mere legislation having proved tobe oflittle avail
gainstthe forces ofactivism - we have been treat
edtothe sight ofhomosexual couples celebrating
outside ofcourthouses and city halls insuch places
asSan Francisco and Boston. By the w^, and not
surprisingly, it seems that a number d the male
couples admitted they had nointention (rf getting
married - itwas merely their having won the bat
tle that they were there tocelebrate - whik eveiy
one die ^alecouplesdeclared their intention to
marry. Isay not suiprisingly because - swne might

think it impolite ofmetopoint out- hancsexual
men areessentially nomore like lesbians than het
erosexual men are like the women whom they
either merely pursue or marry. Inshort, men arc
menandwranen arewomen, vrfiatever their sexual
proclivities. Which brings ustothe nature ofmod
em,thatistosay, voluntary, maniage.

In the contemporaiy world, marriage is the
resultofavoluntary agreement between two pec^Ie
that they will swear tomake a hraietogether
be faithful tooneanother. It is, in otherwords, a
deaL Cleave unto me, says theman, andIwill cher
ish and protect you; deave unto me, says the
woman, and Iwill make your life comfortably bear
yourchiklren, and be faithful toyou. Ofa»irse, this
deal is sranetimes - nowadays, indeed, feaiiiilly
oiten- hcMKHed inthebreach. Nevertheless, itisthe
best arrangement ever devised for those, meaning
all d us, who are considerably lower than the
angels. Nor isit merely happenstance that sovery
large anumber of th^ deals are consecrated by
formal ritual inhouses ofworship, where they arc
blessed inthe name not only the state but (rf God.

Femalehomosexuals who ha\ieachieved cou
pledom tend toa]^roximate this an^gement far
more dosely than do male hwnosexuals - even
those male hranosexuals who remain together for
life (and who are, by the way, many, many fiewer in
number). Why istte? Because, again, wcMTien are
different frcMH men. Theywish - correction: need-
to be mcMiogamous and faithful; it is in their
nature. Men, on theother hand, in themost ele
mentary sense ofthe nature oimales, have impuls
estopromiscuity. Awranan says toherproqiective
mate, "Be faith^l to me and Ipromise that Iwill
make itworth your while." Itisabargain men who
marry not (miy tobut Ina very important
sense are saved byBeing women, lesbians are most
dien gven to a facsimile (rf this same deal.
Moreovei; they can be, and often are, mothers and
thus inclined to stability. Men who are sexually
attracted to, and even truly love, odier men have no
such exchan^ tomake. In an all-male sod^,
pnxniscuity is thus the nona And asthings have
grown easier and more oxnfortable for men to be
(^ly, often flagrantly, hwnosexual inourever
more tolerant society, the promiscuity d the bath
house and oigy has become ever more the nonn.
Hence, for example, the wildfire of HIV and AIDS
(and now, I am told, certain even newer forms of
venereal disease). Tliat iswhy the right tomarriage,
fought for with every at their command by
homosexual men, would - ormust I say will - be
largely actedonby lesbians.

Why, then, are these men fighting sohard for it'
The answer is, the right to legal marrij^ thai they
are demanding is not about^&ew - itis about/fe
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rest ofus.Ilis, aiid isnwani tobe, a spil inUie (.70
of [Jk way w liw. And wiialever llie variety of
effoHs toqipose il- another law orevei awhole
set oflaws, let's say, oraoHislitulHHial an)en(lmenl
- noneofllwillmatterunlessam!until all tlienice
and decent people inAmerica begin loundereiand
thai we areinacrisis, and itmust beuplothanto
sustain, and with all good checr def^ the way
Ihey lead their lives.

The Best Defense

i tend iooppose a constitutional amendment
because Ifear tlie oh50 easy use erf lhat^ doc
ument todeal with problems that arise from this
society's sloth andunwillingness tofaa the mtss
tliat ha"! become ofourculture ingenera! and llie
issue ofsex andfamily inparticular. Itwould Ika
diame, 1think, ifwehadtotinker wi tilsorareand
precious an inheritance as our Constitution
because people wIio hate the way we live storm tlie
streets while othcre try tolook away. Also, we should
keq> inmind the nature erfpoliticians. Akey partof
lh(Hr job istokeep people h^. Itxlced, doing so
Ls tlie way most oftliem got tliat job in the firet
place. Thai iswhy only a very few monil hen)es
among ihem risk being frowiied al by tidr con-
slituents, orwree.making ihem angry. "Hiere isno
SQise in anyone's complaining aboul tills; itisin

thenature ofourpolitiail system - andilisthebest
system thaihasyel ban devised byman. But |)oliti-
danssimply donot -1 wouW even say cannot -
make useful arbiters cultural problems, let alone
spiritual ones liketliis.

l£t mereturn to tlie idea being proposed by
some tliai we invent a kind ctfsecond-level mar

riage - call it "civil union" - tiialwould provide
homosexual couples with certain legal and finan
cial marital riglits without the full standing of
heterosexual marriage. Iamnotagainst allowing
a homosexual tobehispartner's legal heir, for
instance, or tobegranted ofHcial status as riglil-
ful partner inahospital emergency room orodier
such things. But tliis idea ofcreating a new level
ofmarriage - call itwliaiever you want- smadu
oftlie congenital passion ofpolitidaiis toinvent a
ompromise where none will serve. For it is not
compromise that the homosexual riglits move
ment isafter. Nor do1IK7 even want the standing
in thecommunity' thatheterosexuals have. TTiey
are radicaL Wliat tliey want is not a room of
their (PMi; they want to bring diewhole damned
house down.

By now we as a societv' have pretty much
ceased Ihe persecution ofhomosexuals. 'They are
notostracized from polile society - and indeed, if
tnith betold, many (rf liiem nev'er were. Inaddi
tion, they now freely camp around to a most
appredalive audience on prime-time television
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and,asweknow, hawforsome timeserved asthe
arbiters of hi^ fashion. In New York City ihey
have a highschool thaihasnow become an (rfTi-
cial panof llie city's public school system. And
tiiou^ they have bem seen on the newscasts
standing outside the San Francisco oiurthouse
smiling andwaving tlieir new maniage licenses,
il isvitally important toremember tliat they are
tlie denizens ofa radical movement: I will say it
again, ihey donot w-ant wiiat tlie rest rfus have -
they want tobring thewhole house down.

So if die lady tends tobeagainst a constitu
tional amendment andc^^xses unequivocally tlie
ideaofdvil union,whatcteshewanL'Tlie answer
Is, 1̂ ^•ant ustostick upforoutslvcs and the way we
live, beasmighty a force in dieculture asvi«e ate
entillol tobeifnodiing dseby virtue oursheer
numbers. Iwant astoresist all attacks onthe way
wc liw2, whetlier from ourkids, ourgrandkkis, dieir
momentary culture heroes, orfrom tlie overpaid.

mindless, sheep-like follower: offashion in the
pres and academic community who make so
mudi noise in theworld around usevery day. In
oilier words, let's lake back ourtsuntry. l£tusbe
decent, dvilandeven loving toourhomosexual
fellow dtizens; but draw the line on v^at they
stand for andoneverything else lhatmakes li^t
ofourexistence.

For the privilege ofliving inthemost nobly
founded, thefreesl, andtherichest country inthe
world we owe nothing less, not only toourselves
butalso totheoncoming tide ofgenerations. We
aregiven thechoice ofleaving them with a bless
ingor a curse. Not so many people in theworld
have dialdioice. 1hqie wecangodown in his
tory ashaving deserved it
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